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My name is Miwa Tanaka. I am a junior high school teacher. I was sad when the third year students left their junior
high school this March. When the thirty-seven students in my class left their junior high school, I wanted to give them
flowers as presents. So I planted fifty flower seeds in my garden in November last year. I thought at that time, “They will
open next March,” but they did not open this March. So I made thirty-seven cards with messages and pictures of flowers to
give my students. In the messages I said, “I am sad because I can’t teach you next month, but I am happy because you are
becoming beautiful flowers.” '
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Naoki: Hi, Susan. What are you doing?

Susan: I'm thinking about summer vacation.

Naoki: American students have a long summer vacation.

Susan: Yes. At our school, summer vacation starts on May 22nd; and the new school year begins on August 25th. There
are a lot of summer camps. I want to go to one of them. So I want to get some information about camps on the
Internet. : .

Naoki: Why do you want to do that now? There are seven months before the first day of summer vacation.

Susan: You are right, but in America we usually start thinking about summer camps in fall. If we start in winter or spring,
we can’t go to the camp we want. ’

Naoki: I don’t know about summer camps in Amenca Can you tell me about them?

Susan: OK, summer camps are fun. You can see many people from other schools. It is nice to meet new friends. Last
summer in my camp, I played sports, painted pictures, and even studied Japanese. It is interesting to have lessons
we like. Next summer I want to go'to a unique camp.

Naoki: Will you show the unique camps you found to me?

Susan: OK. Ifyou like the circus, you can go to this camp. You learn a lot about the circus for two weeks. You can study
magic and dance, too.

Naoki: Wow, it sounds great!

Susan: If you like animals, this camp is good. You can learn a lot of things about animals for a week. You can even touch

~ them.

Naoki: I think my brother will like this because he really loves animals.

Susan: If you like music, how about this camp? You walk in the mountains and play music for six days

Naoki: It sounds interesting. I like this camp the best because I'm interested in walking and music. How about you?

Susan: I don’t know. I need more information. '

HOoO—ERVIERLET,
(2@=H)

Zh T, FMECIEY W TEHRALET,
b, DTy =v s s T TICFHET S F¥4ED Nobuko BEWLEXD—EARBEBC2EHFEENET., 2o 1060
T3DEMIcHTAZ xR, EETEX LRIV,

THHBEOEL X I,

I like running, so I joined a running club in my town three years ago. There are ten members in my club and we run
every Saturday morning. I like running, but I cannot run fast. Three months ago, the oldest member, Mr. Suzuki said to me,
“Let’s run in the ten thousand meter road race together next month.” I was very surprised to hear that because I was not a
good runner. Then, Mr. Suzuki said, “Don’t worry. You have practiced hard in our club. You can do it.” I said to him, “OK.
I will run in the race.” From the next day, I started running before school.

Then, the day came and the race started. At first, I was fine, but I began to feel tired near the half way point. I couldn’t
run fast and soon I was the last runner. I couldn’t see the other runners. I wanted to stop running, but then I remembered
Mr. Suzuki’s words. I was very tired, but I ran and ran. After a long time, I saw the finish line. All the members of my
club were waiting for me. I was very happy when I finished the race. One famous runner said, “To do our best is the
greatest power we have.” Now I know what his words mean. I have learned a lot of things through running.
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