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One summer morning I started walking from my house at five thirty. It was rainy at that time. I walked for about thirty minutes
and came to my favorite place near a river. Birds were walking in the water. I watched them for about five minutes. It was not
rainy at that time. I could see the sun in the sky. Then I began walking again. I walked for about ten minutes and came to a park
which had many trees. It was hot, but I felt cool when I was among those trees. There was one thing I couldn’t understand then. It
was not rainy at that time, but among the trees, I thought I still heard the sound of rain. Why did I hear it? The trees and wind
made the sound. It sounded like rain. I was there for some time and enjoyed it. I felt very good to hear the sound at that time.
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A: Hi, Ted!

T: Hi, Akiyo! How was Haruo’s birthday party last Friday?

A’ Well, it was very exciting. Haruo became ninety years old yesterday, April 15th and many people came to my house. I was very
happy to have them in my house. Five people live together with us in my house, but yesterday my three uncles and two aunts
came to my house with their sons and daughters. There were many people in my house yesterday. Shizuka’s birthday will come
three months from now. It is also on the fifteenth. We will also have a birthday party on that day.

That’s wonderful, Akiyo.

I think so, too. Well, do you know that Haruo makes his Family Report every month, Ted?

No, Idont. Will you tell me about it, Akiyo?

Well, he writes about his everyday life and his family’s lives and gives it to his family. He finished making his 77th Family Report
three days ago and gave it to each of us at his birthday party.

You are happy, Akiyo! Did Haruo tell you something about his life in his 77th Family Report?

Yes, he did. Haruo had a wonderful teacher in his school days. He told us his teacher’s words. Making one small step every
day was his words. Those words are always with him. Ted, if we make one small step every day for 100 days, I think something
great will happen.

T: I think so, too.
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I usually study in my school library after school, but yesterday I went to a city library to find books for my little sister. I was in the
children’s room because it has many books for small children. Then an old woman with a little boy came in. The old woman began to
read a book to him. He was young, so it was diﬂ_iculﬁ for him to read books. He sat near her when she was reading to him. He
looked very happy. When she finished, he said to her, “Please read the book again.” She read to him for about an hour. When I saw
this, I felt happy. Thei I thought, “Why do I feel happy now?” I thought about it but didn’t find an answer at that time. That night
in my room, I thought about it again. Of course I like reading and a library is my favorite place, but today something was different. I-
felt something warm when I saw the old woman and the little boy. She loved him and was happy to read to him. That was a
heartwarming scene to me.
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