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My walking began (1)[ 3 58] one summer morning. When I started from (2)[ 2 £&], it was rainy. I came to my
favorite place near a river. I (3)[2%E] for some time there. When I started to walk again, it was not rainy. I
could (4)[3 #&] in the sky. I walked for about ten minutes and came to a park. It was not rainy at that time but
when I was among the trees in the park, I heard the sound of rain. It was made by the (5)[3 5&]. I felt good and
enjoyed the morning among the trees.
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(1) Why did Satoru go to the city library?
(2) Why does Satoru usually feel happy when he is in a library?
(3) What is your heartwarming scene?
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John: How are you doing, Saya? You are doing well at school, aren’t you?

Saya: I worried about studying at first. Now I don’t worry so much.

John: That’s good. Did you make friends in your class?

Saya: Yes, Idid.

John: We will have a one-day trip in May, and you will make more friends. By the way, have you joined any club
activities? - . )

Saya: Not yet. (7)I can’t decide what club I should join. At junior high school I didn’t join any club activities, but I
would like to play basketball at high school. I like playing basketball. Basketball is a team sport, so I think I
can learn how to .

John: Why don’t you join the basketball club? You should join the club.

Saya: I think other students are better at it than I. Many students started to play it three years ago. Some began to
play it when they were children.

John: Don’t worry.

Saya: Club activities are very important in my school life. If I don’t do well in the club, I don’t have a good time after
school. I don’t think I can play basketball as well as other students. I have hoped to come to this school since I
was ten years old. I am very happy now. I don’t want to experience failure at high school.

John: Don’t be afraid of failure. When you try a new thing, sometimes you don’t do it well at first. It is good to fail
when you are young. You can try hard, and youll be a better person. My favorite violinist said, “I want to
experience failure because I can learn something from the experience. If I don’t make mistakes, I won’t
understand what failure is. I won’t make the same mistake again if I am careful. Then I will do better than
before.” He became a great violinist because he wasn’t afraid of failure when he was young.

Saya: Can you tell me more about him?

John: OK. Iread his interview in a newspaper. He was sixteen then. So I was interested in him. He is
a Japanese. When he was a child, his family lived in New York. He went to music school in New York when he
was seven. Then he went to Germany to practice playing the violin because he was invited by a famous teacher.
He started tq live in Liibeck with his mother when he was eleven.

Saya: I think he was talented, so he was invited by a famous teacher.

John: That’s not right. Even talented people have to make efforts to be great players. Later he wanted to do everything *
for himself and started to live alone. When he started to live without his mother’s help, he said, “When I live
alone in Germany, I have to decide everything about music and other things for myself. I may make mistakes at
first, when my mother is not here to help me. I don’t think it’s bad to make mistakes. If I don’t make mistakes,
there are things I don’t really understand. I want to experience failure.” Some people feel they become a loser
when they experience failure. But this is wrong. Failure is a great teacher and tells you what you should do.
You can learn something from it. You can try many times, or you can change the way to do things. I think you

. can become a stronger person when you make efforts after failure.

Saya: (=)Now I think I should play basketball. When I can’t play it as well as other students, I will practice it harder
than they.

John: You are right. Why don’t you watch the basketball club tomorrow?

Saya: OK, I will.
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(1) I was surprised to read it, because I thought that many young people wanted to have an easy life.
(2) After studying the next lessons hard at home, I can understand my classes better at school.
(3) Some students start new sports at high school. A
(4)-I enjoy talking with a few students, but I want to talk with more students.
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(1) He wanted to experience failure, so he did a wrong thing.
(2) He liked playing the violin, so he went to music school.
(3) He lived in New York with his family, so he spoke English.
(4) He was special, so he became a great player.
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Hello, my name is Koyama Mako. I'm twenty years old and study Asian countries at my school. I wanted to visit an
Asian country and experience something new there. When I was looking for a host family, my father, Yukio said, “Mako, I
have a nice friend who lives in China. His name is Ryu. I met him when I was a student. We have exchanged letters
since that time. I'll write to him and ask him to host you in his house for about a week.”

About two weeks later my father got a letter from Ryu. He said in his letter, “I am very happy to host your daughter,
Yukio. There are seven people in my family. They will be happy to host your daughter from Japan. ( 7 ) We will
welcome her.” I was happy to receive this answer. Then my father said, “Ryu is a kind and wonderful person. You can
learn a lot from him. He works at a post office now.” I thought, “Today is June 16th. According to Ryu’s letter, I have
only forty-five days to prepare for the trip. I'll be busy from tomorrow.”

Forty-five days passed and August 1st came. I left Japan on that day. I was on a plane for three hours. Then I was
(4)( off / the / Ryw’s / plane / and / got / country / in ) on the same day. I took a taxi at the airport and went to a train
station. I waited for my train for about an hour. Then it came and I got on. I was on the train for about four hours and
arrived at a small station. When I was there, I thought, “Everything is different. People are not walking fast and I see
only a few cars on the street. I'm in a very different country.” I waited for my host family for about thirty minutes and
then they came to meet me. Ryu and his daughter were there. I was very happy to meet them. Then we started for
Ryu’s house. We arrived there at seven in the evening. It was near a mountain. We talked about many things that
night.

The next morning, it was hot and the air was very fresh. When we had breakfast together, Ryu said to me, “Mako, you
came here to experience something new, so I want you to see and experience many things here. I'm working at a post
office now. I will go to some villages to carry letters to people tomorrow. How about coming with me? You’ll have to
stay on the mountain for three days. ? Isaid, “OK, Ryu. Ill go with you.”

The next morning, we left our house at six o’clock. About an hour later, we were walking along a mountain road. Ryu
walked very fast. It was not easy to follow him. We came to the first village at about eleven o’clock and met about
twenty people. They looked happy to receive their letters. One family gave us two cups of tea at lunch time. We had
our lunches prepared by Ryu’s wife. People in the village brought their lunches to a park. We ate lunch together and
talked a lot there. One thing I knew at that time was their friendly way of life. That made me very happy.

We started our trip again after lunch. ( ¥ ) The family made dinner for us. I usually watch TV when I have
dinner in Japan but they didn’t. Talking with each other made the dinner wonderful. We enjoyed it very much. It was
quiet outside. I thought, “I walked a lot and am very tired but now I am very happy. I have never felt peaceful like this
in Japan. Why am.I peaceful here? Probably because ( = ).” I went to bed after dinner. Ryu said to me that night,

“Mako, we will arrive at our final village at about six o’clock tomorrow evening. We will stay there tomorrow night and )

then go down the mountain. ~ Are you all right?” “Oh, I'm OK, Ryu. I'll do my best tomorrow.”

We started at seven the next morning. On that day we visited three more villages. We came to the third village at
about ten o’clock in the morning. Fifteen people welcomed us. We gave each of them their letters. They welcomed us
and talked with us about many things. I was happy under the blue sky. A few birds were flying in the sky. I thought,

“Time goes slowly and every living thing is enjoying a peaceful life. I've never felt like this.” Then at two in the -

afternoon we came to the fourth village. The village was about 3,000 meters high and it was a little cold. All the people
there were happy to receive their letters. We stayed in the village for about two hours. I was still very tired and thought
it was difficult to visit one more village on that day. This was strange to me because I did not live to make
other people happy in Japan. "

The fifth village was higher than the fourth village. I thought I couldn’t walk but Ryu helped me. We arrived at the
fifth village at about seven o’clock in the evening. It was already dark. Seven people waited for us. Tears
ran down on my face. The old woman said to me, “You can stay at my house with Ryu this evening.” I said, “Oh, thank
you very much. You are very kind.”
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When we had dinner at night, I said to her, “Why do you live alone here?” She said, “My family left this place and
went to a town. They asked me to come and live with them but I love this place. I was born and brought up here. All
things here are good memories and important to me. I cannot change my way of life.” Before going to bed, (:3)] wrote a
few things in my notebook. When I went to bed, I couldn’t find my comb. I thought, “I lost my comb when I walked.”

It was a beautiful day the next morning. When we were leaving the village, a man from the fourth village came to us
and said, “Excuse me. Is this your comb?” I said, “Yes, but where did you find it?” He said, “I found this in my house
last night. I am very happy to give this comb back to you.” I couldn’t believe it when I heard these words from him. I
thought, “He walked for many hours this morning to give back this comb. I would like to be kind like him.” This is
another thing I learned here. We can believe in people’s goodness. With these good memories, I went back to Ryu’s
house on that day.
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(1) I am busy and can’t be with your daughter this summer. But my daughter will be with your daughter from July
25th to August 7th.
(2) Your daughter can stay at my house from August 10th. We’ll wait for her.
(8) We will be happy if your daughter stays at our house from August 1st to August 10th. ]
(4) All of my family are very busy this summer but your daughter can stay at my house from August 5th.
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(1) I was very happy when I gave the last letter to an old lady and saw her happy face.
(2) I almost stopped walking but couldn’t when I thought the people at the fifth village were waiting for their letters.
(3) The trip may be very hard but you'll learn something important.
(4) Everyone loved each other like one family here in this village.
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(1) It was cool when we began to walk on a high mountain.
(2) We found seven houses in the village and stayed at one of them for the night.
(3) But Ryu helped me and we arrived at the next village at about five o’clock in the evening.
(4) We walked for about two hours and it became difficult for me to walk there.
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“are important. I have learned these things in this trip.
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* (1) Mako went to foreign countries because she thought in Japan, “It is important to know foreign people all over the
world.” .
(2) Mako was very happy when she went to her friend’s country and met him there.
(3) Mako left Ryu’s house with him early in the morning on August 2nd and started their three days’ trip.
(4) Mako lost her comb in the village which was about 3,000 meters high.
(5) Mako visited seven villages with Ryu and knew many things about the places and people.
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